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een who, 
 Inteutian only was to Hir up the Clergy to 


grounds, Berhlem was eflign d, 2 _ Ground was 


R E A 'D A R 


alas the . of 


Eve 3 to . hes, 
the euſuing Diſcaur ſe is a Member aud Prieft of the 
Church of England. He bas us de 
knows his Heart ) to gratife the vitiate Palates of 


blacken and cal Dirt an the Church aud its Clergy: His 
folaw theſe 


Primitive Rules, as are preſcriled in the Rubrick and 


Canons of our excelleut Church ; upon which account he 


humbly addreſs d himſelf to his Grace the Archbiſhop ef 
C------ with reaſon ſuppoſing, if his Grace was made ſen- 


ble of the enſuing Lubie, 4 Method would Joon | 


be found out to reform them. 


Jam further obliged to let you 3 wid gave barth | 
aud riſe to the fallowing Papers. The * had the 


Relation of that pampous Funeral from a zealous Member 


of our Church at the Houſe of a Learned and Reverend 
Clergymen : Bunhill was fir/t of all pitcht on for the 2 


of that Funeral, tho afterwards, I know 


not upen. 


crated, aud ſs all was as it ſhould l 
Before the Author could have a — State of the. "Hate 


ter, the Bunbill or Bethlem Story was dratn' vp, aud he - 
was loth to alter it: But fince he has received from 4. 


u . he can r in) a true Juformation of 


that 


”. 


„ (God 
upon all accaftens take the Boldneſs to 


1 

To the Reader. 
that Matter of Fact, the firft Account proves to be trur, 
Viz. that the Scene was Bunhill. The Author was heartily 


ſorry, that ſuch Clergymes of Character, and Men ſo 
flanch for the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church, 


ſhould with their Preſence 2 ſuch a Funeral to ſuch a 
Place. Fle has _ to believe that they were trapp'd 
into it ; and he doubts not, but if ſuch a bing was to be 
re ated, they would reject it with the utmoſt Scorn, 
When the Author was in, ſome other 1 rregularities pre- 
ſented themſelves, and he was reſolved to give tbem a 
| Hearing, which lengthen'd the Tract beyond the firſt De. 
gu. He has ſpoken briefly upon every Head, knowing it 
to be Rudeneſs to treſpaſs too far upon the Patience of the 
Perſon addreſidto. He has treated his Grace with alt 
tmaginable Reſpect and Submiſſion ; and he hopes that 'no 
Expreſſions will offend : And he thinks he has given ſufi- 
cient Intimation to his Grace, that the World will hear no 
more of Irregularities of that ſort ; for the Author is ſen. 
fle that his Grace with a Convocation, would ſoon put 
mew Vigour into all the Rubricks and Canons, which would 
ſoon render our Church all over Glortous, - 
. The Author has treated the Clergy in general withgreat 
Candor and Tenderneſs; and if ſome Expreſſions ſeem 
fomewhat oh he knows that tis plain matter of fact, and 
ought not to be ius d over: For the skilful Surgeon, tu 
make a compleat Cure, _—_ goes to the Bottom of the 
Wound. But the Author is heartily ſorry that there ſhould 
e becaſſon for ſuch Exprefſions; but he thinks he's bound in 
duty to fingle out ſome tainted Ones, leſt i/l-defrening lewd 
Atbelſtical Men (which are too numerous in this Age) ſhould 
impute the Irregularities of ſome few to the Whole Order, 
ane then Prieft-craft would be the Celeuſma. But # any 
Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould be ſo imprudent, as to fing lo 
Pans upon this Occafion, the "Author afſures me, that he 
will faon turn their Jollity into ſerious Sadneſs, and 2 
| 17 HE | ent 


"% 
— 

wm 
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wo 
ent the World with the Hrregularities (at preſent to cal 
them no worſe) of their Teachers, : 
He would have them to know (for he fears them not) 
that he has avaſt Field to waik in, anda great deal of ſad 
Matter to hakdle, if there be occaſion ; and he dares ſay, 
they are ſo wiſe, as to be ſilent, as he defires them to be; 
otherwiſe he is certain they will be wanting to their Inter 
et: For ſhould they clamour, and raiſe Duſt, the Author. 
has reaſon to think it will put out tbeir own Eyes. 
The Author was lately diſcourſing with a Learned Do- 
flor of or Church upon the Topicks hereafter inſiſted on, 
und he was of opinion, that within 20 Tears or more, it 
would be as common to ſolemnize Marriages in the Aſter- 
noon, and in private Houſes, tho tis expreſly forbidden 
both by Canon and Rubrick, as tis newto Baptize with the 
Public form, and to Church Women at home. And to 
_ ronfirm the Author in this Opinion, he gave him an Inſlance 
with leave ti make it publick. A Couple in haſte to le 
married came to the Doflor, and / was late in the After- 
moon, and the Doctor was preſs d with Arguments, ſuch as 
they were, bur he as honeſiiy refuſed to comply with their 
Requeſt : And the Dr. ſays, that be was credibly inform d, 
that they were married that Evening in St.Bartholomew's 
Church by Weſt Smithficld. If ſo, how can that Reve- 
rend Divine juſtifie this Violation of the Rules of the 
Church > 'Tis reported, that it was the conſtant Prattice 
of the Slip-Stocking Doctor; but he is gone to his Place. 
What the aforeſaid Dr. ſuggeſted is commonly prattii'd 
already among the Great Ones of the other End of theToun: : 
And I ſee no reaſon but that others have as good a Right © 
(which is none at all) to x the ſame Thing. 'Tis a” 
yY Crime inthe Clergy, and ſuch a Crime, that can never be 
1 cdefended; and I cannot underſtand how either the Areb. 
I Mop, or.the meaneſt Prieſt can diſpence with the Rubricks 
and Canons of the Church : for I always thought that the - 


diſpenfroe 


n 


2 
To the Reader. 
diſpenſiue Power was ladgd in anatber Clurcbh. 
But to go on; The Dr. gave the Author do notorious 
Inſtances of Pulpit-Plagiariſm : Oue was preach'd at St. 
Paul's, aud very lately tao, _ the. Lord Mayor, RC. 
The Sermon was commeuded by the ſaid Lord Mayer, 
ud the Plagiary Preacher bad his Lordfhip's ſolemn 
Thanks. But Dr. Atterbury diſcover d the Cheat, and iu- 
. Form d his Lerdfbip that it was wholly taken put of the 
i 1 Decay of Chriſtian Piety, which ſhew'dtbe Decay or waut 
of Learning. in the Preacher. The aber was one Mr. Rich 
: (who was uot the Glory of the ſacred Order) thet had the 
Aſſurguce to preach one of Glanvill's printed Sermans, uud 
to g. priut it. | „ N 
The ſame Perſon (with whoſe Converſation I was migh- 
tily pleaſed) gave me an Inſtance of th e greet diſtculiy of 
. the People to bring their Children to Church to 
| be Baptiæ d, as tis their duty to d Twas the Learned 
Dr. . d that could not with all his Rhetoxick perſwade 
oxe of bis Pariſhioners to comply; but the poor Woman 
{who was dangerouſly-ill, of which Sickneſs ſhe q ν mult be 
eas d, aud would have the Infant Baptiz'd at baue. Rut 
the Dr. refus dit, and Tam ſure be was in the right: for 
bo can diſpence with the Rules of the Church? and for 
which Refuſal the Father, if alive, owes the Dr. a Grudge 
to this day. Admirable Charity The Child preſently 
after was removed into the Country, and there Baptie'd. 
Tf all the Clergy were of ane Opinian, as they ought to be, 
Ptwould be impoſſible that any oue of that ſacred Order 
ſhould be overcome with Arguments againſt the expreſs Or- 
| der of the Rubrick and Canons, which are confirmed by an 
| Aal of Parliament inthe 14th of A. Charles II. of ever 
bleſſed Memory. But there's a common Froverh, If one 
| won t another will. 7f the Gows refuſes, the Chak will 
vot, and away for the Seducer. Were Ia Paſtor of a Church, 
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To the Reader: E 


7 would try the Caſe, come what would: TI would try the 
Strength of the Toleration- Act. I am ſure that looks not 
that way. The Diſſenters can t have the Hardineſs to 
plead it. It would be worth the .while for ſome Potent 


Divine to try that Cauſe, and defend the Rights and Li- 
berties of the Church and Clergy.” [dare ſay, that Da- 


= gon would fall down before the Ark, and Weſiminſter-Hall 


would undoubtedly defend and maintain MAGNA 
CHARTA.. 


Aud now, Reader, tis high time to diſmiſs thee, and 
refer thee to the Enſuing Paper. The Author's only defire 
is, that you would be ſparing in your Cenſures, till you come - 
to the End. He means Well, and wiſhes (none more) and 


prays for the Peace of our Jeruſalem, and that God would 


be pleaſed to proſper our Sion, and defend it from its Ad. 


verſaries on every fide; from Popery, the Foundation and 
Source of all our Miſeries, and from all the other Sects 


= among us, whoſe Origin is from Rome. In one Word, 
{ Godgrant, that our Church may continue to be the 
Bulwark of Chriſtianity, and the Joy of the Chriſtian 
World; and fo wiſhing thee, the Church and State a 
happy New-Year, Ibid thee heartily Farewel. 


New-Tears- day. 1708, 9. 
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HEN I reflect on (and conſider) the Vaſt and 
almoſt Infinite Diſtanee betwixt your Grace 
| and me; I am almoſt afraid that my preſu- 
3 55 ming to addreſs your Grace, will meet with 
bard Cenſures from a Churliſh and an IIl- natur d Age : 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


But, My Lord, an Ant may ſee that which eſcapes the Ea- 


gle's View: For tis not only poſſible and probable, but tis 
alſo moſt certain, that the Inferiour Clergy are more ſenſi- 
ble of ſome Irregularities in ſome of their Brethren, than 


your Grace can be : For your Grace is ſo taken up with the 


Great Affairs both of Church and State, that tis not poſſible 


that ſmall Matters ſhould find Admittace. 
MNMNNon vacat exiguis rebus adeſſe fovi. 


I domt doubt in the leaſt, My Lord, but that eis the Duty 


of every Church- man to put his helping hand towards the 


Reforming ſome Abuſes crept into the beſt of Churches, 
(as all the Foreign Reform'd do think our Mother to be): 
But, withour'Offence,T hope, tomy Superiours, I may have 
leave to make ſome juſt Reffections on True and Real Irre- 


gularities, committed by ſome of my Brethren. The Wel- 


fare of our Church 1 ſhall only regard, and the Perſons of 
the Offenders I ſhall be tender of: But their Irregularities 
I ſhall not paſs by without a juſt Cenſure. Twill be a great 
piece of ſervice to our Church, if J ſer things right; and 
if thoſe Irregularities be remov d, a mighty Stumbling- block 
will be taken away, and our Diſſenting Brethren will be 
mightily pleas d, and in pleaſing them I ſhall obtain your 
Grace's Favour: And who knows, but when they are in 
the Humour, they may become hearty and ſincere Members 
of our Church, the Glory of the World. God ſend------I 


have the Prayers and good Wiſhes of all the Orthodox 


Clergy, that God would be pleas d to bleſs my honeſt and 
_ well-meaning Undertaking, and by it am in hopes that I 
—— your Grace's. —_— or would it not be 2 
Heaven upon Earth, to have our Clergy without Spot or 
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The Church of England's Complaint againſt 


Wrinkle, and to be in ſuch a State, that the worſt, and moſt: 


bitter of our Enemies ſhould not have any juſt Grounds or 
| Occaſions to object againſt us. I do not pretend (for I can- 


not) to afledge any thing againft the Morals of that Body; 
for the World is convinc'd, that they are a Sober, and the 
moſt Learned Clergy in the Catholick Church. A Foreign- 


er long ago, did ſtile our Clergy, Super Mundi, and it is as 


true ſtill; and your Grace, a many others, are flaming, 
and eminent Inſtances of it 

The following 1 ſtrike at Irregularities cf ſeveral | 
forts : As, 2. Such as ſwerve from the ſtrit 92 | 
the Rubrick of our Church. 

2 Such as violate the Canons of i 1 | 

34%, I ſhall make my Remarks on ſome mixt Caſes, yet 
whe, ger : All which in their Order. 


he Firſt ſort of Irregularities are fuch as fwerve from the 


þ ie Obſervation of the Rubrick of our Church. 


"Tis agreed amongſt the Clergy, that the Funeral Office | 


ee the Ought to be us'd only in Conſecrated Ground, and the“ Ru- 


Rubrick be. 
ford che 


Burial Office Of the Wife of one of your Grace's Order; who was bury'd,. 


brick ſuppoſes it. And upon this depends # famous Story 


ſay ſome, in Banbill-Fields, amongſt the Ranters, Fifth-Mo- 
_—_— y-Men, Presbyterians, Antipedobapt n 
Beer Prophets ; A Bleſſed Crew, to riſe with at the 
R urrectiom of the Juſt : Others ſay, that this Lady was: 
buried at — 74 fy the Place makes no great dif- 
ference ; only, ſay foe, but know not upon what Proof; 
* later Ground was confecrated : Indeed, if this was 
I confeſs, it takes off a great deal of the Scandal. 
6 this Honourable Funeral were invited r r of 
rk ones | among which were the learned , the 
you , wich Mr. C, and others, that held. 
ebe — Was Mr. , who, 
z love Een. 2 Lon N haveacedotherwiſe. 


hren, if this Funeral Pomp 
was 133 og — 


wat a great Scandal 
have you brought em the Gown! enn you anſwer it 


0 God und the Church, to grace the Caniterines of Schif. 


naticks and wor with your Preſence upon fuch a ſolemn 
Ocention, ?* And you, Mr. A., f the Story be true, ws 7 
hope in God hk ameow aa yen noſe . 
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the Irregularttiet of ſome of its Clergy. 

10 God, the Church, and my Lord the Biſhop. 
cenſure yon, but ſha} leave that to your Reverend Dioceſam. 
But, ſay others, This mighty Node is about Nothing, for 
that the Funeral was at — Ground; and the Cafe is 

_ alrer'd; for that Ground was ſotemnly con fecrated by a Bi- 
ſhop. I am glad to hear ic with all my Heart: and tofave 
their Credits, FE wiſh ir were true. But the Difficulty is in 


the Proof. But, Gentlemen, were it true 'twasmore than you 


knew, when you undertook that Zuſineis, and fo 'twas only 
by mere Chance, you were in the right. And to molliſie 
every thing, tis faid, that it was the deſire of the Deceaſed 
to lie by her firſt Husband, be the Placewhere tt wilt; and 
tis a barbarous thing not to fulfil the Will of the Dead. In 
ſuch a caſe, wich fubmiſſion, I think otherwiſe ; for Honouc 
and my Lord's Character, would be more than enough to ap- 

int a Place of Burial. This Cafe ought to be left to his 

ordſhip's Diſcretion ; and, if I may preſume to offer my 
Thoughts, a Cathedcal, or Church would have been more 
Honourable for his Lady's Intetment. But What ſhall Ifay? 
It may be, his Lordſhip had ſome Relations already in that 
Place, which procur'd more eaſily his Lordfhip's Concur- 
rence, But, your Grace, that defcended from the fequeſt- 
red, and Orthodox Divines of our Church, Iam furo, will 
think otherwiſe ; and fo I ſhall take leave of this Point, and 
ſubmit it to your Grace judgment and Cenſures. 

Methinks 1 ſee a By»ſtander, thus addrefling himfelf to 
your Gracez My Lord, there have been loud Clamours 
much Noiſe, and fome Reflexions upon ſeveral Perſons 
Learning and Plety, concerning theft Preſence at a certalty 
Funeral. Be ir fo, that the Place of Burial was not confe- 
crated by a Biſhop 1 What then? I it reaſonadle, theeſome 
ſhalt be cenfur'd, and others * ſcor-free for the felf-fame 
AR? I think, in ſuch a cafe Alt ought to be cenfar'd, or 
olle acquitred, But, to come to the point i What was dong 
but once at Bunbil, or Berbleber, 
oftener, done at Pepler - Ground, 
is raiſed againſt that Reverend Door ; die rather by fome 
choken, becauſe not confecrared, Thus htm : 
What the Gendeman has and its Truth 
is ws cheat as the Meridian 


is Pact 
Sun : MyLort of Lende known 
, and I cv told, hr fun profer® 0 nnen 
2 Ba 


1 ſhall noe 


an 


3 | 


is Weekly, and ſometimes 
and yer no Din and Nolfe 


— - * — — 
2 CCS — * 5 +. — 
— — — — — — 


Clergy in and about 
ſich 8 Helght and Eſteem, that 'tis tiled a Pretty Pergnlfite, 


ſelf : and were 


God 


The Church of England's Complaint againſt 
an Endowment, tho' ſmall, His Lordſhip is clear, and the 
Matter ſticks ſomewhere elſe. And, to take nway all ſean- 
dal for the time to come, I could wiſh, that your Grace 
would ſend out your Injun&tions to that Doctor to ſtop all 


Funerals in that Ground, and Daptiſms in that Chappel,til} 
both are conſecrated, 


adly, There are ſome Clergymen, that have, as St. Peter 


f ſays, . the vight way, and have gone aſt ray, following the 


way of Balaam the Sou of Bolor, who loved the ways of wvighs = 

teonſneſs, In plain Engliſh, My Lord, I mean, fome Clets 
gy, When they viſitthe Sick, have the Hardineſs (to call It 
no worſe) to take Money tor it ; andthis U take for a ſean- 
dalous Irregularity, and on which 1 next intend to Remark, 
Ihave too much reaſon, my Lord, not to doubt of tha. 
Erequeney of this mey ill Practice, among (ome of the 
enden. I am told, that 'tls arrly'd to 


O Tempora! O ores! Men of Figure ſome, and D. B. Dl- 
vines, and others of inferlour Degrees, make too too much 
pracklee of it, No Man has a more fervent Deſire to 
maintain the Den of the Sacerdotal Office, than n 
it poſlible to ſtifle this ſordid Practive, none 
would be more willing: But the Contagion is ſpread, and 


there is a grand Necellity of applying 8 N and eu- 
ut 


ring its 19 | and to whom ſhall l apply, to your 
Grace, to diſcourage this foul and enormous Practice, The 
Honour of the Clergy lies at ſtake ; and to ſuffer fuch vile 
Doings to goon unpuniſht, will ſink thelr Credit te ſuch a 


Degree, that we ſhall become the Off- ſcouring and Ridi- 


ciile of the Deiſts and Atheiſts, To viſit the Sick, is the 
tnoſt charitable Office in the World, and has been ſb av- 
counted In all the Ages of the Chtiltian Church. And (halt 

we dv nothing but with the proſþedt of ſordid Galn ? The 
teeotded of bur Bleifed Lord, that he went about dving 
food 1 But we do not read that he teeelved Hilbes for hls 
extended Charity to the Souls of Men. Anti dare we,whe 
dre his Miniſters, preflime te de etherwife ? Dare we, who 
de appointed! to attend 1 ing en the Nets 


In 

Oo a ng rm pig nh 
| | 6 pratties pi. 

Hes of the Carel v blame, and fal i 


ye 
Pra- 


9 
8 


' the Irregularities of ſome of its Clergy, 
ractlce of the Pribſts of the Church of Rowe, in ſtrowl- 
ng about, and ſelling Indulgences to the Chenting tire 
Souls of poor deluded Chriſtians z and this Villainous pra- 
Rice wus the firſt Motive of Martin Luthers Revolt from 

that Corrupted Church; and how near do thoſe of bur 
Church, who make a gain of their viſiting the Sick, come 
to them, 1 need not tell your Grace. Due it may be ſald 


that *tis a ſcandal thrown upon us by our Enemies, whole 


delight is to tarniſh the Reputation of our Clergy, Would 
to God, this was the * Butthis 1 ean aſſure your Graee, 

that there Is too much truth in the Allegation ; and within 
the lletle Clrele of my own Knowledge, I can, 
(and am forry to y it) prove it, even to u De- 
 monſtration ; for to Inftanee In fome particulars 4 there Was 
a poor Woman that deſired eu Reverend Docter to Viſit her 


own Huband z and after his Exhortations and long Purl 


tanical Prayers, ſhe was Willing to gratify him; ſhe 
had but two Shillings and Sixpence in the Whole World, 


and the Doctor had the Conſelenee (ſhall 1 call It) te leave 
her only the poor Size, The felf-fame Perſon (of whom 


1 could Oy Inſtanees, for I believe, tis his conftant 
Practice) viſited another Perſon; (whom I well know) and 
who indeed was in * Cireumſtances) and from her 
took ten Shillings, an 

one Mile ſtom his own Houſe, 


deo not know, but that this villainouws Way of Proceed. 


ing has been the maln Occalion of many Souls going un- 
prepared to the other World); for In my Walks 1 have ſeen 


F too much of it; many times, and almoſt innumerable, 1 


huve wy ſelf been teinpted tb accept ny j but 1 thank 
God (who enabled me With Courage) that 1 always refused 

it, I ſhould be glad to know the Reaſon of ſich a gene: 
ral lnelination in all ſorts of People to proffer a Gratulty 
upon ſuch foletin Oceations, if two too many Perfons were 

not us _ to teceſve t. The Chirch requires Cad 3 
Men pray for) the Reformation ok Manger of thefs Men; 
Ant It Hes at your Graee's Beer te remeve this Stuibliug⸗ 
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Ihe Church of England's Complaint againſt 

Glergy to tread in their ſteps ? I hope I have ſaid enough 
(ſome Men may think too much) to move your Grace to 
Cenſure ſuch Irregular Members that are guilty of this 


foul Practice, that tends to the diſnonour of God, the 
diſcredit of the Church, and the Hazard of their own im- 


mortal Souls. _ „„ Nl 5 

„ce he Another great Irregularity amongſt ſome of the Clergy, 
biinekormis the manner of Adminiſtration of Private Baptiſm; the 
Church has ordered a Form for it; and I would ask the 
Queſtion, How often is that Form us d with Charge to the 
Parents, as it directs, to bring the Infant to Church to be 
received into the Congregation ? But inſtead of that, the 
Publick Form is generally uſed 3 Haw Inconſiſtent? How 
Incongruous? How Unaccountable is this way ? 5 


In times of Lore twas othe rwiſe, and it lies in your Graces 


Power to bring it to its priſtine Uſe. Beſides, as tis now 

practiſed, 

are oblige to dance after every one's Pipe for fi Lueres 

ſake, as the Apoſtle ſtyles it. This renders the _— 
vile and ſordid in the Eyes of the Laity, and ſinks the Sa 

cerdotal Office to the loweſt degree. In a little time a ſet 
Diſcourſe about Houſe-Baptiſm may ſee the Light, upon 
which account it will be needleſs to trouble your Grace 
bag farther with it. 


„de de, The Solemnization of * Marriage in ſome Places is very 
nubrick of Irregular, and your Grace ought to be acquainted with it, 
Marrimony. being highly Scandalous in ſeveral Reſpects; I mean, ſome 

Clergymen daring to Marry without Banns or Licenſe. 


The Rubrick directs, That upon Feſtivals, they ſhall, 


Where the Parties dwell, be publickly aab'd in the pubtick 


Congregation. But this good old way is notoriouſly abu- 
ſed and perverted by ſome, whoſe Names I could brmg to 
Light, but I ſpare them. There are ſeveral thouſands 
Married (and many of them undone) in the Fleer-Prifory, 
Lamb's-Chappel and other places, and yet the: Offenders ge 
unpuniſhed; and this, with ſubmiſſion to your Grace, is a 
burning Shame, and a Practice intolerable. I have often 


thought it highly Reaſonable to lay it before the High. 


Court of Parliament; but ſince the Offenders ate Eceleſia- 


Ricks, it more reaſonably falls under your Grace's Cogni- 
fance ; I ſhall not preſume to offer Reaſons to ſtop this 


\ 


Practice, 


it makes meer Laquies of the Clergy, and they { 


1 
99 


* Irragalariviet of fome of its Clergy. 


raste but ſhall leave it tb "Gtace, whoſe high Sta- 
tion in the Church, and whole vaſt knowledge, can bafily 
figd Ways and — to put a vp to this abominnble Pra- 
ctice, which very probably has been the Ruine bf the Sons 
and Daugluets of the Nobility- and Gentry of this King 
dom. It has been a wonder to me, chatitheir Gomplaina 
have not reached your Gras Eats, ant it is high time to 
ry a Remedy, and God grant that the tine was dome 
thery be no mort complaining in our Streets, 
It is ſuppoſed by the Rubrick, that all Perſons {kvuld be 
1 preſent at 8 Service, to offer up thelr — = oh 
che Almighty ; But a vile Practice has for ſome Yeats wb 
FT rained that me of the y ſpend their time (whilſt 
regacion is imployed in the Sacrifices of Prayers. 
Praiſes) I know not how, in the Veſtries This ought 
not mm done, it carries wich it a loud Scandal, and puts 
a Stumdling Block ia che way of the People. I canoe 
Snap what ſuch >Clergyniea cn ay in their own De- 
| and how they can maintain this' ſordid Practice z, 
way is notdefenſible, and ought tobe Cenſured. I was. 
of « Confereace betwixt a Layman and a Doctor 
75 Figu ure and Conſurmae.Tearnirg, on this Polnt. Sir, 
Layman, What thoughts hase u of dur fotemn 
ys of Worſhip of our Church 2 To which the Doctor 
Y reply'd, That — thought it was the moſt emo Piece of 
f Service that bone ever _ * Chri 3 
2 e, oye Man, that t nie 
are othetwile To he. Door 5 bdmaſd repieue 
he, you act . 3 7 ko mould 1 mind your. Words 
when. your Deeds run Countet to them. Tous meat 
quorh the Door. Well, Sir, 7 the Layunan, 
cannot be, that Sentiments ate ren, when you fand 
that time (that ſhould be employed in the ton 6 - 
the Saints) in the. Veſtry. At which the Doctor was Non. 
pluſſed, and fo the Conference ended, 10 
And now cannot forbear to let Grie know: ar 
odd Circumſtance of a Lazy Clergy mat, nad how — — 
his time in the Veſtry e Service, I wasan Bye- 
Sen 46. aka e this Reverend deren 1 
eerche our ac Lach 08: Cheng wiess Wing, ant 
mene 
very: 


how 
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The Obur eh e f Bnglind' 


Complaint againſ} 
very odd fight iran br amazed me 4 nd Wot by oh 
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dauht, but that 
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hepe 
io full purpoſe, 88 is will be ſuperflugus in! my 10 ad mare 
Werds, 


he gent Trrogulartty 1 hall mention « the dme and 
ſoaſon © ul, of the Church, In ſom 


ches of th Country the Form of Prayers Is on uch 4 
the Lords-Day, an 


n others only on de 8 z and 


Sunday, This was not the prime Intention of the Church 


us ls apparent from the Rubrlek and 'Galendar, Firſt for 
the Rubrick, * And the mon that Miniſtreth in eve 


* Parlſh- Church, or po 3 Home, or not bela 
« otherwiſe reaſonably hindered, ſhall ſay the ſame in the 


* Pariſh-Church or Chapel, where he Miniftreth, and 


_ © cauſes a Bell to be Tolls thereunte a convenient time be- 


* gee the 


Service o 


the Church. 


fore he begin, that the People may come to hear God's 
© Word, and to pray with him. 


But this * Rubrick, and others, muſt be accounted amongſt 


FEY Vis ns the Cobwebs of Dr. Pain, or the Lumber of Dr, bam; 


+ ecrning the 


which odious Compariſons may be found in the Anſwer to 

Mr. Long Vox Cleri, and in the V3/ſitation' Sermon of the latter, 
rinted not long ſince by Walter Kettilby. What the firſt 

Dr. did, in comparing Queen Elizabeth to a naſty Slut, 


that left Cobwebs in every Corner, was not ſtrange, if you 


compare that with his other Actions; but the other ama- 


zed me, conſidering. whoſe Chaplain he had been of a 


long ſtanding, and conſidering - what Roputation he had 
amongſt the Learned and Orthodox Clergy; but the Dr. 


gre rew old and forgot himſelf ; and this, My ond, ſhewsthe 
Tr 


was the only: Blemiſh of his Writings; 
| gone to theic place, and it is not Hur 


uth of that ſaying, Humanum eſt errare ; and I muſt have 
the Charity for that excellent Perſon, = to ſay, that this 
but they are both 
uman to inſult the 
| | Aſhes 


and the Ble 
the Miniſter — in the Pulpit. This odd Practice 


be Iyragulaririot s Cen * 
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agen Fyiee e appeinted v 
„to gofelude With the Admin! Mew af 
One Rubrlek runs thus: Ss wany 


i= I- would felgn' know; why are theſe Directions, if 


the Saerament la not te be adminlätred at the ſame time ? 


Now the Church has's pointed this ſolemn Service to be 
uſed on all Sunday, and Holidays z and therefore on all 
thoſs Days the Lord's Supper is to be adminiſtred: Vet ſome 


are fo unaccountably Irregular, cho“ the Saerament i not 


always on thoſa:Days adth niftred,/ yet, :L know not how it 
comes to paſs, the Prayer for ib Chir militant,” with others 
Mng in — Churches, is wholly omitted, and 


(My Lord) L cannot account for. In the proper Prefaces 


for the Communion- Service; thoſa Collects after Chriſtmas, 
: Eaſter, and Aſcenſi _—_ are to be uſed: ſeven days after, and 


upon Whitſunday, ſix. The Church ſuppos d the Sacrament 


on all thoſe Days to be given, or why elſe are the Collects 
order d to be read? Theſe were the Octave, of the Ancient 
«Church 4 and ſomany Days, as Holidays, were ſet apart for 
the Greater Solemnization of thoſe: Feſtivals, and the ſame | 
Communion- Office was read on all thoſe. Days 3 and not 
only fo, but I. believe twill appear from anot 

that our Church Commanded a daily Communion, or elſe, I 
- confeſs, I do notunderſtaudit. It runs thus, as our Grace 
s may ſeein the Order, how ny reſt of the H. cripture is 
82 3 


er Rubrick, 


Rlf net GXpRHAKE, But 


41 intend to be Fanal of Yee i Ocker 
«tbe Holy Communion, and {6 on. . Another begits thus 1 The 
Table at the Communion-time, having a fair Linnen Cloth « 


1 
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10 The Cburch of Bngland's Complaint againſ} 
ound 10 be rau, Nete al ſa, that the Colle, Apliſtle, and 
Golpel, appointed for theSwwday,ſhall ſerve all theWoek al- 
* ter,Where'tis not in this Book atheewile order'd. Now whit 
can be ſaid to this Rubulek, if the Colle@, E piſtle and Go- 
ſpel be enjoyn'd to be read every oy then muſt the Com- 
munion -Service be likewila rea : 1f fo, then the Holy Sa- 
erament of the Body. and Block of the Lord, is to be daily 
given, quo eat. dowenfraniar I am eſtald by ſome this 
Rubruck is to ha thrown away: with he Cobwabs and Lum- 
ber of the two Reverend Doftors, Hut there is no manner 
of Doubt, but that your Grace thinks otherwile ; and fo 
with your Grace's leave, IHR peſs to fame other Matter, 
And the next Irvegularity I ſhall fpeak to, relates to the 
Non- Qbſervation. of the Vigils, Feofle and Fufls which our 
Church has commanded, There are fevern! Reatons al- 
fign'd by Learned Men for the Inſtitution of Vigils, which 
comes from the Latin Mie, Watching; but none comes 
nearer the Truth, than thoſe who impure the Riſe of thefe 
Night- Watches, to the neceflity Chriſtia us were under of 
meeting in the Night, and before — 4 for the: RBxerei ſa of 
their Devotions in common, by reaſon ef the Malice and 
Perſecution of their. Enemies, who endeavoured their De- 
_ fAruRtion, when they diſtover them to be Chriſtians, God 
e thank d there is not vet the ſame realbn for thoſe of the 
Church to obſerve the Vigilk : ButGod buly knows, how 
foon (for our Sins) it may be ourcaſe t Forit bs fad tocon- 
nder, and a melancholick Theme to inſiſt on, when we fee 
the Church and Priefihood inſulted with Deiſta, Sociniens, 
and all ſorts of Diflenters, and no check Le to it by the 
Higher Powers. Dut tis firanger to confider the Boldnel: - 
of our Enemies, when the Perſon upon ihe Throne is a firict 
Obſerver of the Do@rines of our Chaceh, | 
But, tis to be hop'tt the Reign of our rampant Enemies 
is but ſhort, God ſend... t another Reaſon which 
. xelfins Nil“ — ood, wy = Obſervation of Vigils, is this ; b 4 
empan. of 148 tHe Cor of t i e paſs got pr 100 
we, Night #bat procedeth wo Nolideys, in  Dowetien and 0. 
764. _— awd thi: evew i laces which they fot ape 
—_—_— 7 Gerd, r 
#6 %% for abuſed, that ne Care cu privent fewerat Diſardna anet 
Iregwlavinles, the Cure thought r 16 aboliſh Hom, _—_ © 
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after the Nico Creed enjoins the Quoate 
to declare What Paſting Days inthe Week follow — — 
be obſerv'd, And 99 s of Faſting or A 
are, may be learnt from the Rubrick ; us the 4 Days of. 
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12 Tie Church of Bngland's\Complaint\aguin(# 
ought co give ſuch Notice to the People on the Lord's 
See the Au- Day is as plain from the Rubrick after tlie Nene Creed, 
briek. Now eit would: be-tichly worth your Grace's while to order 
an Inquirendum thru your Rrovince in this, as well as in o 
ther Matteri : But I dars not preſunis to dite. 
Phe nent Irreguxrity that I ſhaltmention, is this: Some 
of our Brethren hãueigot : a way of repeating other 
"PW Mens Sermons. Now, I think, this is againſt the Rubrick; 
brick, for that after theNiceneCreed it thus directs; Then ſtall folly 
| the Sermon,or one of the Tul Now tis ſuppoſed, thut if a 
Perſon (as twias tte caſe — — of the Re- 
formation) be [6 ignoratit;as not able to compoſè Sermon, 
then the Chutch orders him to read one of the Homilies. But 
if he be of Ability, then to uſe one of his vwn compoſing. But 
the caſe is alter d; for I've often heard {and bluſhing for 
them II ſpeak it) other Mens Works eccho'd from the Pul- 
pit; and Idonot in the leaſt doubt, but that others have fb 
too. I could name the Perſons, but ſhall not at preſent; 1 
do not know what I ſhall do hereafter. What Fr won] Wh 
to hear the Works of the Profound: Bartow, the Great Bla 
letſon, and many others of Fame, odly managed, and un- 
couthly ſpoken from the Pulpit... Lenk] with ſubmiſſion; 
this bught to be rectify d. Nay, more than that, there Au prenten 
Inſolence behind. I could name to your Grace thöfé Men 
who had the Forehead, not only to deliver othel Mens 
Warlts, but alſo to print them, tho' printed before, What 
ſhall I eallthis ? One of this ſort of Men was Camp: Cha- 
plain to Grucious R. William of not - to- be: forgotten Me- 
we. 4 ROT WAR oo OV IN 
e next Remark ſhall be upon the Irregularity of the 
See the Au- Burial of the Dead. The Rubrick runs in theſe Words. 
brick, The Office enſuing it not to be uſed for any that die un- baptized, on 
excommunicate,. on \bave laid violent hands upon tbemſelves. I 
have reaſon to think, that ſome of the Clergy do often vio- 
late the two laſt Clauſes. To begin with the laſt, concer- 
ning Suicide: If a Perſon (as I could inſtance in many,) of 
2a great Eſtate, makes away with himfelf, his Relations ſhall 
have the Credit of the Attendance of the Clergy, and the 
Office (Ok ſhame to ſpeak it) of Burial ſhall be read. This, 
My Lord, ought: not ta.be done; for where's: the? Hope 
that. a Self Murtherer ſleeps in Jeſvs ; and that Office is only 
1 1 T to 


Ihe Irregulatities of ſom of its Cleręy. 

to be uſed for ſuch that die in the Lord. As for Excoin- 
municates, tis plain and expreſs, that they are excluded, and 
have no manner of right to that Solemn Office: yet how 
often is it uſed for all Sorts of Schiſmaticks. The Ancient, 
| nay; our'Churoh, in one of the Canons, cenſutes them as 
io facto Excommiunicates, © And, my Lord, tis a Jeſt to 

- ſay, they are not Schiſmaticks, becauſe the Civil Govern- 


ment has — them from certain Penalties, laid on 
Acts of Parliament, which are only pro 


them by ſevera 
tempore Juſpended. Now I think, with ſubmiſſion to my 
Superiours, If they were Schiſniaticks (as no doubt they 
were) before the Act of Toleration, they continue fill ſo, 
and ſo by conſequence, as Excommunicates, they have no 
ſhadow of Right to have that Office uſed at their Funeral ; 
and your Clergy hope that your Grace will redreſs chat in- 
tolerable Gtievance : for how can we ufe theſe Expreſſions 


concerning Schiſmaticks (who die in their Schifſm) I ſure 
and bertain hop. ar out hope is this our Brother dothb. This is 


a Hardſhip upon the Clergy, and I cannot account for it, 
We muſt not mangle the Service, and if we uſe the whole, 
it is to the higheſt degree abſurd and unaceountable. What 
muſt we do in this Extremity ? Your Grace, only with the 


Aſſi ande of an Horſt Convreation, Gan relieve us, Would 
to God that time was come. I dare ſay, that thoſe Plous 


Compilers of ear Common Prayer (who ſealed le with thefr 
deareſt Blood thought as 1 do, vis. that Sehiftnaticks had 
not right to that Office, For'the Sin of Schiſm'ly of that 
hainous: Hue, that ſome of the Ancient Fathers thought, 
that Atonement for it could not be attamed, the" by: 


tyrdom it ſelf, And Iapt to think, that our Plous Reform- 
ers had ſome ſuch Thoughts of ir, For Schiſm, as the 
Words import, is Diviſion, or a cutting off from the Catho- 
lick Church: And if ſo, and if it” be the caſe of Hood- 
winkt Diſſenters, I am fure they have no right to that Of- 


I ſhall only mention one more Irregularity, or à break- 


ing in upon the Rubrick by ſome of * and that 
is Churching at Home. The Rubrick directs the Woman 
at the uſual time after her Delivery to come 


Church. Then the Prieſt ſhall ſay to her, but the 
elent practice in ſomeè places is quite reverſt. It muft 
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+ perſwade thoſe Perſons to eo, their render Children to 
the Church to be enrolld Me 


| Ga 


hed 
The Church of Baglatd's Complaint di] 


be done in the Chamber, or not at all. Now could we 


mbers of the Catholick 


Church; I hope their tender Mothers would <blige the 
+ Congregation With their Company 1 for whit place © 


on the 


confirmed by A& of Parliament, I ſhall only (at pref 
make ſome Remarks; How many are violated — 1 


of Arch · biſnop to the oe to maintain the King's 8 


moſt 4 their Wit, Knowledge and Learaing, purely 
and (w 


- aſide. . I am ſure the Toleration Act does not affeR irs 


roper, us the Altar, to return God thanks for thoſe won- 
etful Mercies, they lately received, And yet no Argu- 
ments Will prevail ; in defence of this PraRtice, many pre- 
tences, (und they are notlung but pretetioes) are uſed; ts 
etching of Gold, Modeſty and What not. But the true 
reaſon 1s at the bottom and that Is, Pride. The Clergy 
uſt dunee after them, und they will be attended. TN 
the practice Is Servile, yet In the Clergy, 1 hope, tis not 
finful, at feuſt not mere finful, than Daptialng (without 
any neceflity) at Home * have done With my Remer ke 
lolutars of our Rubrickz und leave them now tv 

the Century © your races. | 
a, I ſhall proceed (with your Grace's leave) in the 40. 
cond place to conſider the Violutors of the Canom of our 
Church, as they are nj gpl, I beg your Graoe's 
Pardon and Attention, whilit I run thro che whole Body 
of the Canons and Conſtitutions of the Church; which are 


the Clergy. „ "ig | 
The Poly Canon commands all Eccleſiaſticks from the 


Suprema- 


cy; and in the Body of the Canon is this Clauſe ; Furrbrr- 
more, all Eceleſi 


ion Perſons hating oure of Souls, and all o. 

ther Preachers, and Readers of Divinity Labi ares, pou to the 1 
ant ſmcerely, 

it bout any Colour and Diſſimulation) Teach, Manifeſt, 


pen, and Deriare four thmes every year (nt lenſt) in their Sermons, 
and other Collations and Lecturer, that all Uſurped and Sovereign 
Power is fully taken away—ls this Canon ſtrictly obſerved 


by the Clergy ? Do afl Preachers and Lecturers comply 


Wich the Letter of it? Upon a Alu, Inquiredim, I um 


afraid, your Grace will find it, almoſt, if not wholly laid 


therefore it continues of Force, und obliges the Clergy to 


a due Obſervation ; and I know not, how they cn An- 


fler 
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the Irrcgttlavities of ſome of its Clergy. 
ſwer the Non-obſerrance of it; | wiſh, I could find out a 
Method te excuſe them. 


The fourteenth Canon 222 10 the Form of Divine dar- ©": + 


vice, Which is to be ufed on ny and Holy days; and 
in the Body of that Cn this Clauſe; 4/1 et 
likewiſe fell e the Ordere, Rites and Coremanier proferid'd 
in the Buek of Cem neger, as well in rec the 24 Seriy 
tures mu . ing of wa #+ i — rut in of the Sacru- 
ni, W4 eithed in wrd of . 57 A a 
a uber rey; —.— is the A440 % Bowe I | 
k Canon in Wl and every part (idly oblerv d by all tha 
wlargy? Is hate no Curtabliag, We, vs adding te 
— ers? I is worth an Engqult 
The fifteenth Canem orders the I. 
Elergy on Widneduyt and L 190 
CR A this fry Is kerle oblerved = * TY 


font! iy the Goumvy 3 I wil afrald upon search twill de 
founs Qtheywile, 


ba ——.— to tha Communion, No Adnifer, Wien be Cen 
 dibvoteth the Communion, [lll willkgy A the [amy to 
theſe thet veſuſe to Ansel, — pain » Nav ts. any 
2 of the Common Prayer, 8G. "Upon ih» Canon [ 
mall — to make two Remarks, as firſt, do any of 
the 2 With tha requeſt of ſuperitious Pea» 
as 1 we the Holy Sacrament to them, ſiting in their 
37 I know, that has been done formerly; I wiſh ir is 
not now by ſome of the moderate Clergy. The next Re- 
mark ſhall be upon a great difficulty , lying upon ſome of 
the Clergy, the caſe is this; fuppole a notorious Schiſma- 
tick, qualifying himſelf for a Place of prof upon that Scan- 
ados Practice of Occaſional Communion. This Perſon, 
offers himfelf to the Miniſter, tho be never deſigns to be 

there again, except it be. upon. the ſame Occaſion. If the 
Miniſter adowies the Sehiſmatick to Communion z he. vio- 
lates the Canon; if he refuſes him; the Schiſmatick brings - 
his Action egainit him in one of the Courts of einer 
which may prove the actual Ruin of the * Now, 
may Lord, what's to be done in this cafe? I your Grace 
will oblige the World with your Sentiments on it. Bux 
were it my own caſe, I would obſerye the _ and 
leave 


any 6 1 — by tha Caf: if. 


liv 2%. Canon orders, that $chifiuailgks ſhould not Gin, , 


r 3 * 
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ſenve the event to Got; I ſhould rather commit my Con. 
ſelenes and Family te 3 be the conſequence 


rs 
pen, which > — 4 Ruln, 8s to my temporal 


What it will, If 1 admit him 1 am able te a three 


Affalrs g if 1 refuſe him but undone With the Vie» 

latlon of my Conſclence, and Diſabedience to the Canon 

and my Dioceſan, But all Men think'not; as I do, 
The a8th, Canon Orders that Strangers ſhould not 


be admitted to the Communion; and in the Body of it, the 


Church-wardens are to take notice, whether any Strangers 
come often and commonly from other Pariſhes to their 
Church, and ſhall ſuu their Miniſter of them, leſt perhaps they 
be admitted to the Lord Table amongſt others, which they ſhald 
forbid, and remit ſuch home to their own Pariſh Churches and Mi- 


miſters, there to receive the Communion with the reſt of their 


Neighbours, Do the Church-wardens and Miniſter Act, as 
the Canon enjoyns, for in the Canon both ate compre- 
hended? do they order ſuch to return to their ownChurches, 
there to receive? I am afraid, nay, I am ſure, that ſome of 
the Clergy are in this caſe tardy. Right reaſon is the Foun- 
dation of this Canon ; and I can never enough admire the: 
Wiſdom of dur Anceſtors in their providing fo well for the 
welfare of the Church, as they have done in this Excel- 
lent Canon. For were that minded, as it ought to be; that 


would prevent a further miſchief, that often happens, which 


is, the admitting of Excommunicates and other Notorious 
Sinners to that ſacred Ordinance. For ſuppoſe an Ex- 


communicate, or any notorious ill Liver is repuls'd, as they 


ought to be, from the Lords Table, they could never be 
admitted elſewhere ; for an Excommunicate, whilſt ſo, is 
ſhut out of the whole Catholick Church; and this was the 
practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, and ought to be ſ6,' 
not only in our Church, but wherever the Church of 
Chriſt is diſpers'd, Beſides, this allowance of People ſtrow- 


ling from their Parochial Miniſters, often produces another 


ill Effect, viz. a ſlight to their own Paſtors, and an admi- 


ration for Strangers, which, I think, ought to be preven- 
red; and a due Obſervation of this Canon, with your 
Grace's 1njunRion, would put a ſtop to this unhappy Pra- 


The 


poor and ſcandalous Ma W The ſdcond could not 
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the Irregularities of ſome of its Clergy. 
The 434, Canon relates to Titles of fuch, as are to be 


made Miniſters; Tle too long to 'Franferibe, I ſhall on! 


oull out, what are true Titles, and Qualifications for O;- 
ders, A Preſentation to ſome Living, or a true and un- 
doubted Certificate, that a Perſon li provided of ſome 


Church within the ſaid Dioceſs, Or « Vacancy in the Ca- 


thedral Church of that Dioceſs; or in ſome Collegiate 
Church theirein ; or Fellow of a College, or Conduct in 
either Univerſity, or Maſter of Art of five years ſtanding, 
living at his own Expenſe in either Univerlity, or accept 
-= the * himſelf, that doth ordain him Miniſter — 

heſe are all the Titles and Qualifications that I find in 
this Canon for Holy Orders, and how ſtrangely is it pre- 


verted! My Lord of Sarum in hisadmirable Paſtoral Care 


inſiſts Strongly and Strenuouſly upon the Looſeneſs of Cer- 
tificates, and rightly obſerves, what vaſt Miſchiefs ſuch 
eaſy Certificates do bring to the Church ; and it would 


be a great Blefling to the Church, if all Clergymen would 


follow his admirable Directionszwe ſhould not then haveſo 


many indigent Clergy, complaining in our Streets. The 


Order would be then more rever d, and greater reſpect 


would be ſhew'd them; for a poor and ſcandalous Clergy- 
man, I am ſure, is the ſtrangeſt ſight in the World; And 
I wiſh, I could ſay, that there were none belonging to our 
Church. But it can't be expected, that this Grievance 
ſhould-be removed, except greater care were taken about 
Recommendations to my Lords, the Biſhops. They, God 
knows, are not to be blamed. But tis the eafy Clergyman 
with his fulſome Characters, that impoſes upon their Lord- 
ſhips. Hinc ille lacrimæ— I could give many Inſtances 


of this vile Practice to your Grace, but one only at preſent 


ſhall ſuffice, and that is more than enough to ſet this horrid 
Method in a true Light. There's a certain Clergyman 
(whoſe Name I ſhall conceal for many Reaſons) that has 
a Place of no more value than eight Pound per Aunum, that 
has given four Titles, that I know of, to four ſeveral Per- 
ſons, that have been ordain'd upon that very Titls : The 
firſt Perſon that was Ordain'd, did not read Prayers at the 
place of his Title; He's now, if alive, in a Strowling 
and-Starving Condition, begs from Door to Door for « 


live. 


18 The church of England's Complaint againſt 
live in England, but went to Virginia to try his Fort..ne, 
and ſome years after return'd to his own Country; and F. 
hear he's in a low and deſpicable Condition. The third 
Perſon never ſo much as ſaw the Face of an Univerſity, 
and yet as ſoon as Ordain'd ſet up with Aſip Crow, for 
a mighty Preacher; But his Temporal Eſtate ma prevent 

Poverty. The fourth is a Man of Parts, and I wiſh ] eould 
ſay, Prudence, and would live and ſcuffle in the World for 
his Wife and Family; if his Superiours in that Place would 
encourage him; I know him Perſonally; I am ſure, that 
he has more Learning, than all the other three. But this- 
is a Melancholick Theme to inſiſt on, I ſhall ſay no mare 
on this Head, but with all Humility Supplicating your 
Grace for the ſake of the Clergy, and their M. ther the 
Church, to find ſome Method to put a ſtop to this vile 
3 that only produces Beggars for the Sacred Or- 
| Er. EF? 

cent: The forty firſt Canon treats of Licenſes for Pluralities of 
Benefices Limited, and Reſidence enjoyn'd. In the Body 

of it is this remarkable Clauſe, on which 1 ſhall Remark, 
provided glways, that he be by u good caution, /ufficienti 
cautione obſtrittust, bound to make his Perſonal Reſidence in 
each of his ſaid Benefices for ſome reaſonable time of the 

ear, per boway anni cujuſqne partem, at eis in the Latin. 
Vw the Queſiian'is, what and how long is meant by rea - 
ſonable time, lena cenſus aun partew. That muſt be An- 
ſwer'd by your Gre. What then ſhall I ſay. of thoſe that 
ſeldom or never make any Perſonal Reſidenge; of thoſe. 
that have no Licenſe from their Dioceſuns, There's no 
doubt to be made, but that ſich Paſtors, or rather Wolves, 
have g heavy gecount to give to God and their Flocks for 
that ſcandalous Practice of Non-Reſidenee, That cafe 
your Graco knows, and what Ill Effect Non- Reſidence has 

1 khon'the 10 d but I ſhall ſay no more at preſent; it 

caſt bein — treated y in * — Rr ar e 

efidenee of Ner- Reſiwemce 3; and the Reafonnd/enc/s rivgivg in 4 

i 1 | the % Neſdeuce, 1 * preſume 


„ 1% geen | 
„% your Grove? > en, and which have never been: An- 
4 red will, 


nor never In 4 lite time Biſhop Carlton 
hes of Nou-Rolidence will ſee the Light, being a“ 
ppiement io the Caſe of Non:Refwence,. to * — 
; 1 0 be 


the Irregularlriat of ſome of its Clergy. 


Teſtimonies a 
ded, 


uſed by Preachers before their Sermons; I am afraid ſome 
of the Clergy Tranſgreſs this Canon; for the Words, as 
briefly as they conveniently may, I am ſure, exclude long- 


Winded, incoherent ftuff, too much affected by ſome 


Preachers. Tis certain, that our publick Form of Worſhip 


zs very extenſive, and comprehends all Cafes; and I find no 


occaſion for a long Harangue before Sermons. I am con- 
fident, that thoſe that ufe them, deſign aSlur upon the pub- 
lick Form, and bring a Contempt on it. Some Lecturers, 
can't be excuſed; for they ſpend their:time, I know not 
how, in the Veſtries, during the time of Divine Service; 


and then they mount the Pulpit with their Amuſements. 


*Twould be a vaſt Advantage to our Church; if a ſtrict, and 


- unvariable Form was preſcrib'd for all Preachers, and u 


Mule propoſed to be inflited on the Violators, It would 
prevent grey, — ſtragling from their on Puſtors; it 
would promote Unanimity amongit Chriſtians, Peace, and 
Concord between Paſtor and N a Bleſſing, I am 
afraid too great to be expected in this Debauch'd and Athe- 
- iſtical Age. A Convocation, if encouraged by your Grace, 


might procure ſuch a Bleſſing, which God grant. F 


gainſt-that ſcandalous Practice will be ad- 
The fifty fifth Canon contains the Form of Prayer to be Can, 55. 


Preachers and Lecturers by the 567. Canon are obliged cn e 


to read Divine Service twice a year, Which if not done, 
to be Suſpended, That it is not done is a flagrant Truth, 
and your Grace, 1 ſuppoſe, is not inſenſible of it, The 
Desk of late is by ſome had in — — Contempt, that a 
Scarfe by no manner of means looks well in it, But theſe 
Gentlemen ought to conſider, that the Duty of offering the 
 dacrilice of Prayers ang Praſſ is of more Welght and value 
than Preaching; but 1 ſhall meet with choſe mighey Don's 
in another Place, when I come to treat about mixt 
Caſes: I ſhall therefore proceed to ſome freſh matter. 
'The m_ ſixth Canon obliges the Clergy to Catechiſe 
every Sunday and Holyday, and in the body of it they are 


venſur'd for that Omiſſion, If any Minifter neglect his Duty 


therein, let him be ſharply reproved upon the fir Complaint 


* after the ſubmitting himſelf to the Biſhop, he ſhall' willingly 
Offend herein, let him be . If. ſo the third * 
D 2 1 
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then Excommunicated, and ſo remain, until he be Reformed. Tris 
Pious Canon 1 believe, was ſtrictly obſerved, till thoſe 
uhhappy Civil Wars of Fort One, which cauſed the Se- 
queſtration of your Grace's Father, and the Murder of an 
Innocent King, with the Ruine of the Church and State. 
Then Cantingand Hypocriſy kick'd out Catechiſing, which 
could never be reſtored; People love to have their Ears 
tickled, tho' their Underſtandings are not Edified, which 
Catechiſing would do.“ All ſorts of People are prodigiouſly 
Ignorant in the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and Catechiſing would retrieve that Ignorance to the Glory 


of the Church, and the great Edificatipn of the Souls of 


Multitudes, 


The ſixty ſecond Cunon relates to the times of Marriage 
which muſt be Solemhiz'd betwixt the Hours of eight an 
twelve in the Morning, and in time of Divine Service 
Tempore pretum publicarum, as the Latin Canon has it z an 
I would felgh know the Senſe and Reaſon of that Expreſs 
flon;z I am told by a Learned“ Man, a Sufferer with your 
Grace's Father, thut Morning Prayer on Swduyr and Holy 
we hy. ns at eight In the Morning ; when ended, Marriages 
were folemnlzd in the face of the Congregation z Doubs 
and Caſes of Conſelenes were then Anſwer P the Clergy 
che, At ten the Communion Service began, then followed 
the Sermen,and the. Celebration of the Lord's Supper, This 
I take to be the meaning of Tempore precum publicarum J if ir 
is not, I earneſtly, deſire a better Account from your Gracs, 
or any other Learned Man. The Infringers of-this Canon 


are to be ſuſpended per triennium, as is apparent from the 


Qz 1. 69. 


* 


beginning of the Canon, No Miniſter upon Pain of Suſ- 
penſion per triennium ipſo facto, &c. The Violators of this 
Canon have done an incredible deal of Miſchief; for how 
many have loſt their Children to the utter undoing of 
them; which ſhews the neceſſity of obliging the Clergy to 
a ſtrict Obſervance of it. But 4 have ſpoke of the Caſe cf 
Marriage before, and I need not repeat. 


The 69th. Canon relates to Miniſters Baptizing Chil» 
dren in caſe of Danger; and if the Miniſter refuſe to go 
upon a real Account, he's. to be Suſpended for three Months, 

'This is ſo charitable an Office, as a Man would think, that 
2 Heart of Stone only would refuſe it. Yet ſome won't 
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move, except they be paid for the Journey. Our Catechiſm 


tells us, that we are by Nature born in Sin”, and the Children of 
Wrath ; and ſhall ſome ofthe Clergy by their Supineneſsand 


Covetouſneſs, be the occaſion that they ſhould not by Bap- 
tiſm be made the Children of Crace? This ought not to be 


done. Tis a fad Oruelty to the Souls of thoſe poor Infants ; 
for Baptiſm makes them Members of Chriſt, Children of God,and 
Inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. Hers F ſtop; and ſhall. 
not at preſent proceed any further in the Canons, I ſhalt * 
only mention one or two mixt Caſes, which would not pro- 
7 perly- fallin with the Rubrick and Canons, and ſo put an 


end to this Diſcourſe 
Firſt then, that Lea 


Month. Out Church and State, by God's Blefling being 
recovered out of the confuſion of the late times of ſurpa= 
tlon, Which was mainly promoted and carried on by eant- 


ing, Hypoerleſeal, and ſhiveling Leckurers; our Senate, in 
A. Charly 11.55 glerleus Memory, took 


the fat Year of | 
this Caſe inte conſideration, and Wiſely provided for the 
Welfare of Church and State, by the prudent Ac of Uni 
* ; and, I dare ſay, were lt put Inte ſtrlck Exeeutlon, 
it would exclude that Generation of . — whoſe Fathers 
est out the Bowels of their Mother the Church, The Lord 


Clarendon, in his Immortal Hiſtory of the Civil Wars, wifely 
_ obſerves, that the St. Antuline's Lecturers were thefirſt 


eters that ſounded from the Pulpit Rebellion againſt their 
overeign K. Charles the Martyr, And for the future, to pre- 


vent if poſſible, Rebellion in the State, and Schiſm in the 
Church, the Act of Uniformity, that ſticksfo much in the 


Stomachs of Schiſmatigks, was compoſed, That which re- 


lates to Lecturers, follows in theſe Words: And be it further ag of uni-- 
enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, that no Perſon ſhall be received form. 
ata Lecturer, or permitted, ſuffered -or allowed to preach as a Le- 
cturer in any Church, Chappel, or other Place of publick Watſhlp 
within the Realm ef England, Dominion of Wales, and Town of 
Berwick. «pon Tweed, - unleſs he be firft approved, and thereunto 
Licenſed by the Archbiſhop of the Province, or Biſhop of the Dioceſs, 
or (in caſe the See be vacant) by the Guardian of the 3 


under his Seal; and ſhall in the Preſenct' of the Archbiſhop, or Bi- 
ſhop, or Guardian, read the nine and thirty" Artiches of Religion, 


den- 


Aurers In tho modern Senſe of the Word 
are oblig'd upon a Penalty to read Divine Service once a 


Trum- 
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mention'd in the Statute of the thirteenth of the late Queen Ellan« 


- -beth, which Derfonotion of bi: a Agent 16 the ſame; 
and that every Perſon and Perſons, who now it, or hercafter ſhall 


be Licent d, Appointed, or Receiv'd 4, Letturer, to Preach upon 
wy day of the Week in any Chnreb or Chappel, or place of Publich 
IVorſbip within this Realm of England, er places aforeſaid, rhe 
firſt time be Pregchnth (befory-bue Sermon) ſhall Openly, Publickly, 


and Selm read the: Common Prayers and Service in «nd by the 


s Book appointed to be read for that time of the Day, and tben 
and there publickly and openly declare bis Afſent unte and Appro- 
lation of the ſaid Rook, and to the wſe of all;the Prayers Rites 

and Ceremonies, Firms, and Orders therein comtained «nd pre- 
feribed according to the Form before appointed in this At; And 

alſo ſhall upon the firſt Lecture 7 of every Month afterwards, o 


long as be continues Lecturer and Preacher there, at the place ap- 


pointed for his ſaid Lecture or Sermon, before the ſaid Lecture or 


Sermon, 357 publicly, and Solemnly read the Common Prayers 


in and by the ſaid Book appointed to be Read for that time of - the 

Day, at which the ſaid Lecture or Sermon is to be preached; And 

After ſuch-Reading thereof,” ſhall Openly and publickly before the 
. * Congregations there Aſſembled,” Declare his unfeigned Aſſent, and 

- Conſent unto, and Approbation of the ſaid Book, aud to the uſe of 

all che Prayers, Rites: and Ceremonies, Forms and Orters therein 
contained and preſcribed, according to the Form aforeſaid; And 
that all and every ſuch Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall neglect or re- 
| Tae 10 do the fame, fhall from thenceforth be diſabled to Preach the 
of 


id, or any Lecture or Sermon in the ſaid or any other Church, 
l do not hear as yet, and God grant I never may, 


that this Clauſe is repealed, yet I am cohfident, that tis 
willingly and knowingly omitted to be put into Practice; 


tis a vaſt affront to Authority, and ſnews a Contempt to 


the Church and its pious Offices; In ſhott, this general 
neglect of Lecturers in this Point makes the World believe, 
that they deſpiſe their Superiors, and their Cenſures, and 
the very Authority of Church and Queen. 


Secondly, and laſtly, The next thing that I ſhall ſpeak of, 


is the fullome method of Pulpit Commendations; Tis not 
known, what'a prodigious deal of +Miſchief, ſuch Cha- 
N common Chriſtianity; it would make ones 


air ſtand an- end, to hear a common Debauchee com- 


- mended for his Virtues, and Women guilty of Adultery, 


' praiſed 
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of whom 'ewas credibly reported, that ſhe was 8 

but had lived ſeveral years in the Sin of Adultery. The 

whole Town has rung of that infamous Sermon of hae 

Scandalous. Doctor, that was Preach'd at the Funeral of the 

late D-—of D — His Gharacter and Life is too well 

known to be inſiſted on; and Duntos in his Bech; wit. 

 Hexard of a Daath-Bed Repentance , has reckenid - with 8 _, 

that Doctor; I with; it had been dene by an abler and : 

more ſolid Hand. I have not time to en but ſhall an 7 

give ſome Manly Strokes of an Honeſt Gentleman in his. 

excellent Sermon at Oxford, He was treating ef che Miſ- 

chief: of ſuch fulſome Pulpit Characters in thoſe Words; 

Hut as che difference of Perſons may, alter the Degrees ef . * 

Guilt; ſome according to the Stations, in which they re the © 

© gre plac'd, are more unpardonable in putting God for Judges. | 

Evil, and Evil for Gaod, than others. And thoſe in : 3 

© whom it would be 'moſt intolerable, are Perfons- of a * +: 

© Sacred:Ghurager. If they, whoſe Judgment and Autho- SY 

& xity are and ought to be, of fo much Weight, whoſe pro- $578 
© per buſineſs it is ia interpret the Scriptures, and truly re- 

© prefent the Mind af Gad; if they out ef Feat, — Anat 5 

© er any ſiniſter Deſign, ſhauld deliwer that for Virtue, 

_ © which they know and believe to be Vice; or any way 
© Prevaricate, . and handle the word of Gad deceifully ;. of 

© how ſore a Puniſhment would theſe be 3 Worthy, 

* who would miſ- lead the Souls committed to their Charge, 

* Proſtitute their Migh and Holy Office t fuch vile Pur- YN _ 

+ poſes,and bring aReproach upon that Profeſſion, which 
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. Fong e re Adin, Ae ir Blofſed Lore ways bite. *R N 
„„ 5 ee alt wreux ehe leut oft hl Ne entz ol 9 
Ne . and teach Men 16; ſhall be called che wy in che Ring 35 "mY Ne 

. dom of Heaven. Should any then of that Sacred Ordr * 

+. £:miake- Panegyricks upon the worſt of Men, Only beth: © 95 Wy 

they are great Men; ſmooth over ſomel of their Mee * 
005 praiſe them for ochars; Flatter che Dead, to — ; 
their Court-to the Living; and all at the Expence of their 

92 Integrity, by venting alſe Doctrine, as well as falſe O- 

ratory, in order to advance their Fortunes} and ſerve their 
< wretched Intereſt in this:World; What à Maſs of Guilt 

would they heap upon chemſeſves; they *would imitate 

n Example of Judas in betraying their Lord's Religion "0 
©, for Money, as che other Traitor did his Perſon; 2 7 9 

| c without t : ſevereſt and timely Repentance, would ob 

© the worſt ſort of Simony pay their vos for the Purohak 55 45 1 

' ©. of their Preferments. ws Ml 

I 6 ſhall preſent your Grace wich one Inſtance more of 

5 fulſome Pilpie Commendationz and then Ihave done One 
of our Grace's Predeceſſors, Arch- Biſhop : in a 
n before the King: He having olle the Frenctb 

to the Skies for his Art of War and whac not, at laſt 

. ola this Scripture, Behold. a greater than be Ki bere; to 

King Y4lliam:: For which among other things 'I mean 
the Arch-Biſhopzwas Sainted by:the Holbyurn Soon in his 

Prayer before the Sons of the Clergy in why! apfide.*+-I-ſhall * 

now Conclude all with my hearty Prayers fol the Clergy ' 

of our Church, in the Words of our Incomparable 'Te-* 
tany. ©; That it would pleaſe God to Illuminate (your * _ 

Grace and) all Biſhops, Prieſts and! Deucons, with true 
0. Khowledge and Underſtanding of his Word „und that 
© both: by their Preaching and "Living g, they may ſet It 

forth, und ſhew it accordingly, - And Grant this, O Lord, ' 
for the \Homour £ our Advocate and Mediator, Fuſus| Chriſt; 'to 
whom with cher father and the Holy Ghoſt, _ Perſonr'tnd o, 
God, be'\aſeribed ee 4 e an W en 
without End, may: 
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